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UNI TED STATES ARRAI GNS
EXTRADI TED DOM NI CAN COCAI NE KI NGPI N

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York, announced today the extradition
and arrai gnment of QUI RI NO ERNESTO PAULI NO CASTI LLO, a/k/a “El
Don,” (" PAULI NO CASTILLO"), the head of a Dom nican cocai ne
trafficking organi zati on responsible for inporting and attenpting
to inmport tons of cocaine into the United States since at |east
Sept enber 2003. PAULI NO CASTI LLO was formally extradited from
t he Dom ni can Republic on February 19, 2005, and was arrai gned
before a United States Magi strate Judge earlier today. PAULINO
CASTILLO s extradition is the first under a newy adopted
crimnal code in the Dom nican Republic and was the result of a
46 page extradition opinion witten by the Dom ni can Suprene
Court.

The extradition was the result of a joint investigation
i nvol vi ng cooperation between the Drug Enforcenent Adm nistration
("DEA") and the Dom nican Governnent's National Directorate for

Drug Control ("DNCD'). The investigation was sponsored by the
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United States Organi zed Crinme Drug Enforcenent Task Force
(“ OCDETF") .

According to a five-count Indictnment and the fornal
request for extradition (the "Extradition Package"), PAULINO
CASTI LLO headed a cocai ne distribution organization that would
receive South Anmerican (i.e., Colonbian and Venezuel an) cocai ne
in the Dom nican Republic and then ship it to the United States.
The organi zation used a variety of routes to send the cocai ne
fromthe Dom ni can Republic and/or Haiti to Puerto R co and then
onto the mainland United States, including New York. After the
drugs were received and distributed in the United States, the
drug proceeds were collected and repatriated back to the
Dom ni can Republic by, anong other nmeans, wire transferring the
proceeds to various bank accounts in the Dom nican Republic for
delivery to the owners of the drugs, including PAULI NO CASTILLO.
The investigation included a seizure of approxinmately 1387
kil ograns (3050 pounds) of cocaine in the Dom nican Republic on
Decenber 18, 2004.

According to the Extradition Package, the investigation
evol ved from Dom ni can-based w retaps of tel ephones used by
PAULI NO CASTI LLO and hi s associ at es.

According to the Extradition Package, PAULI NO CASTILLO
was arrested by the DNCD in the Dom ni can Republic on Decenber
18, 2004, in conjunction with the seizure of the 1387 kil ograns

of cocai ne.



| f convicted, PAULINO CASTILLO faces a nmaxi num sent ence
of life in prison and a mandatory m ni num sentence of 10 years in
prison. The Indictnment also seeks forfeiture from PAULI NO
CASTILLO of $7 million dollars.

M . KELLEY praised the cooperative investigative
efforts of the DEA New York Task Force (conprised of DEA agents,
New York City Police Departnent Detectives and New York State
Police Investigators), DEA-Santo Dom ngo, and the DNCD

Assi stant United States Attorneys DAVI D BERARDI NELL
and JOHN O DONNELL are in charge of the prosecution

The charges contained in the indictnment are nerely
accusations and the defendant is presuned i nnocent unless and

until proven guilty.
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